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HONOLULU — Sleeping p ilo ts? A com m unica tions breakdown in  the  cockpit? A m ed ica l 
em ergency? Hijackers? 

Fearing the  worst, a ir tra ffic controlle rs a le rted  the  m ilita ry about a  com m ercia l je t flying from  
Honolu lu  to  Hilo a t 21,000 fee t with  40 passengers tha t m issed  its  landing and  fa ile d  to  respond 
to  nea rly a  dozen  ca lls . 

Despite  a  silen t cockp it on  go! a irlines Fligh t 1002 over a  span  of 17 m inu tes, figh te r je ts  were  
never scram bled  to  a ssist or e scort, ra ising questions abou t a  possib le  breakdown in  security 
m easures. 

“Didn’t we  lea rn  our le sson  from  9/11?” asked  Joseph  Guthe inz, a  form er inspector for the  
Federa l Avia tion  Adm inistra tion  and  the  U.S. Transporta tion  De partm ent. “Why is it tha t the re  
wasn’t an  in te rceptor up  the re  trying to  find  out wha t was going on  with  tha t p lane? 

“If we  don’t ge t it now, wha t about next we ek when som ebody does h ijack a  p lane?” he  sa id . “All 
tha t te lls  you  is  tha t Hawaii is  wide-open  for a  te rrorist a ttack.” 

The  FAA sa id  Fligh t 1002, which  le ft Honolu lu  a t 9:16 a .m . Feb . 13, overshot Hilo In te rna tiona l 
Airport by 15 m iles. 

The  p ilots a re  be ing investiga ted  by the  FAA and the  Na tiona l Transporta tion  Safe ty Board  for 
possib ly fa lling asleep  on  the  214-m ile  fligh t. They have  a lso bee n  grounded by go!’s pa rent 
com pany, Phoe nix-based  Mesa  Air Group. 

In  a ir tra ffic control re cord ings, the  contro lle r is  hea rd  repea ted ly trying to  contact the  p ilo ts. 

The  NTSB found the  a ircra ft had  experience d  no m echanica l prob lem s and  tha t skies were  clea r 
tha t m orn ing. The  agency’s pre lim inary report, however, gave  no conclusion  of why the  p lane  
overshot the  a irport. 
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